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The Guideline for Appointment of Thesis Defense Examination Committee  

Relevant Regulations 

• Walailak University Regulations for Graduate Studies, 2008  
Item 16:  Thesis Examination Committee 
 

• Walailak University Regulations for Graduate Studies for the International Curriculum of Semester System, 2020  
Item 11.3.5 and 11.4.5: Thesis Examination Committee 

 

For students who have applied the Walailak University regulations for Graduate Studies, 2008 

 

Master's degree: Thesis Defense Examination committee must consist of 3 people with details as follows. 

Position Status Qualifications 

Chairman External expert 
- holding a doctor’s degree, OR equivalent OR 

holding an academic position not lower than an 
associate professor in that field or a related 
field of study. 

- having the research experience (not a part of 
degree completion) 

Committee(1st) Major advisor 

Committee (2nd) 
Permanent lecturer 

or co-advisor 

 

Doctoral degree: Thesis Defense Examination Committee must consist of 5 people with the following details. 

Position status Qualifications 

Chairman External expert 

- holding a doctor’s degree, or equivalent or 
holding an academic position not lower than an 
associate professor in that field or a related 
field of study. 

- having the research experience (not a part of 
degree completion) 

Committee (1st) External expert 

Committee (2nd) Major advisor 

Committee (3rd) 
Permanent lecturer 

Or co-advisor 

Committee (4th) Permanent lecturer 
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For students who have applied the Walailak University regulations for Graduate Studies, 2017, and the Walailak University regulations for graduate studies 
for Bilateral System International Curriculum, 2020 

 

Master's degree: Thesis Defense Examination Committee must consist of 3 people with details as follows. 

Position Status Qualifications 

Chairman External expert 

The external expert 
- holding a doctor’s degree, OR equivalent, and  
- being an author of academic publications published in national database 

indexed journals and at least 10 of those research titles are relevant to 
the advisee’s research title 
**In case of external expert holding non-academic qualification and no 
academic publication as specified above, must be a person with high 
knowledge, expertise and experience that is recognized which 
corresponds to or relates to the topic of a thesis or independent search 
with the approval of the university council and notifies Board of 
Education. 

 
Major advisor 

- being a permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School 
- holding a doctor’s degree, a minimum of a master's degree equivalent 

and has been appointed Associate Professor 
- be an author of academic publications, (not a part of degree completion) 

published under the criteria for an appointment to academic tenured 
rank, of at least 3 publications in the past 5 years, one of them must be 
a research work 

 
Co-advisor 

- being a permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School with the same 
qualifications and academic performance as a major advisor 

- In case of a co advisor being an external expert, must have 
qualifications and academic work according to the qualifications of 
external experts mentioned above. 

 
Permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School 

- holding a doctor’s degree, a minimum of a master's degree, OR 
equivalent and has been appointed Associate Professor 

- be an author of academic publications, (not a part of degree completion) 
published under the criteria for an appointment to academic tenured 
rank, of at least 3 publications in the past 5 years, one of them must be 
a research work 

Committee (1st) Major advisor 

Committee (2nd) 
Permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School 

or 
co-advisor 
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Doctoral degree: The Thesis Defense Examination Committee must consist of 5 peoples with the following details. 

Position Status Qualifications 

Chairman External expert 

The external expert 
- holding a doctor’s degree, or equivalent and being an author of 

academic publications published in national database indexed 
journals and at least 5 of those research titles are relevant to the 
advisee’s research title 

 
- In case of external expert holding non-academic qualification and 

no academic publication as specified above, must be a person 
with high knowledge, expertise and experience that is recognized 
which corresponds to or relates to the topic of a thesis or 
independent search with the approval of the university council and 
notifies Board of Education. 

 
 
Major advisor 

- being a permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School 
- holding a doctor’s degree, a minimum of a master's degree 

equivalent and has been appointed Associate Professor 
- be an author of academic publications, (not a part of degree 

completion) published under the criteria for an appointment to 
academic tenured rank, of at least 3 publications in the past 5 
years, one of them must be a research work 

 
Co-advisor 

- being a permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School with the 
same qualifications and academic performance as a major 
advisor 

 
- In case of a co advisor being an external expert, must have 

qualifications and academic work according to the qualifications of 
external experts mentioned above. 

 
Permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School 

- holding a doctor’s degree, a minimum of a master's degree 
equivalent and has been appointed Associate Professor 

- be an author of academic publications, (not a part of degree 
completion) published under the criteria for an appointment to 
academic tenured rank, of at least 3 publications in the past 5 
years, one of them must be a research work 

Committee (1st) Major advisor 

Committee (2nd) 
External expert,  

Permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School  
or Co-advisor 

Committee (3rd) 
External expert,  

Permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School  
or Co-advisor 

Committee (4th) 
External expert,  

Permanent lecturer within the advisee’s School  
or Co-advisor 

 

In case there is a practical problem or a necessary reason, the Graduate Program Committee is to consider and submit opinions to the College 
of Graduate Studies Committee, Walailak University for considering. 

Announced on 15th October 2020 


